
1. Removing or disturbing natural and cultural objects from an archaeological site destroys evidence of
the lives of people who once lived there.
There are many components of a site that inform us about the past.  The things you see at a site- the wood,
structures, artifacts, rocks, charcoal, etc.- are all valuable to scientific research and to the descendants of the
people who lived there. It is very important, therefore, not to disturb, displace, or remove anything at a site.  If
you see something interesting, feel free to inspect it and photograph it, but please put it back in the same spot
where you found it.

2. Walk on durable surfaces, and be careful not to step on artifacts or middens.
Please walk carefully through archaeological sites by avoiding walls, wall rubble, artifacts, and easily eroded
areas such as slopes, middens, and biological soil crusts. Trash middens can be identified by the dense con-
centration of artifacts and dark-stained soil.  Middens are an important source of archaeological information,
and walking on them can increase erosion. Your trip leaders will help you identify and avoid these areas.

3. Leaning, sitting, standing, or climbing on walls increases their rate of deterioration.
Although walls may have stood for 1,000 years, they are fragile. Climbing, standing, or sitting on walls can
cause significant damage and increase their rate of deterioration.

4. Do not touch rock art.
Oils from your skin can cause damage to rock art, and your touch can cause fragile stone surfaces to crumble.
Please avoid touching rock art and the surrounding rock surfaces. Please also look where you walk because
rock art and grinding surfaces can be found on the bedrock beneath your feet.

5. Avoid eating and leaving modern trash at a site.
Food crumbs and trash attract animals, which in turn dig and burrow in a site promoting erosion and distur-
bance of cultural deposits. Food and trash can also contaminate the soil and are unsightly to other visitors.
Please be considerate of the next person to visit the site who wishes to have the same wilderness experience
you enjoyed by not bringing food to the sites and by packing out your trash.

6. Stay on established paths or trails at archaeological sites, when provided.
If there are established paths or trails at an archaeological site, stay on them. This will help protect fragile cul-
tural remains as well as plants, animals, and soils. Your trip leaders will guide you on appropriate pathways to
use to approach and walk through archaeological sites during your hike.

7. Avoid camping on or near archaeological sites.
Artifacts, cultural deposits, and subtle archaeological features can be irreversibly damaged by camping at a
site. Food and trash attract animals, repeatedly walking through the site promotes erosion and creates social

Archaeological Site Etiquette
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trails, and clearing areas to pitch tents may destroy archaeological features.  Creating a camp site also 
encourages others to camp in the same location.  

8. No campfires, smoking, candles, or smudging at archaeological sites.
Do not introduce fire into a site: no campfires, smoking, candles, or smudging.  Campfires produce charcoal 
that can confuse radiocarbon dates of the site, campfire smoke damages rock art and other rock surfaces, and 
modern ashes and charcoal contaminate cultural deposits.

9. No pets are allowed at archaeological sites.
Pets can damage archaeological sites, too.  They may dig, urinate, or defecate on the site and this can destroy 
cultural deposits and make the site unpleasant for other visitors.  Please keep pets off sites.

10. Do not disclose site or artifact location information.
Information about the locations of sites is protected under federal and state laws to minimize unrestricted use 
of fragile sites. Too much visitation, even respectful visitation, causes damage. Help us protect archaeological 
resources by not posting site and artifact location information (e.g. topographic maps, written descriptions, 
GPS coordinates, photographs) on the Internet. We ask that you do not take GPS coordinate information at 
sites, and that you turn off geotagging on your cameras and phones. There are appropriate ways to publish 
your adventure without disclosing the precise location of archaeological sites and artifacts. Federal agencies 
across the Southwest are currently struggling to provide high quality yet sustainable recreation, and your help 
will ensure consideration of other visitors.

TO LEARN MORE...
*These guidelines are adapted from the Society for American Archaeology (www.saa.org/publicftp/public/
faqs/FAQEtiquette.html) and the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office (azstateparks.com/SHPO/etiquette.
html). Additional information about Leave No Trace can be found at lnt.org/learn/7-principles.

You can learn more by watching the Visit with Respect Video Series  found at www.friendsofcedarmesa.org/
visit-with-respect-video-series/ as well as the Visit with Respect- A Native American Stewardship Message 
found at https://youtu.be/AvAuUeJoTIQ. Enjoy your hike, and thank you for helping us preserve the past!
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